A "dirty secret": the abuse of children with disabilities.
The media and professional and lay literature are replete with the tragic stories of the abuse and neglect of children. Limited references, however, are made to the even more unbelievable reality that children with disabilities are maltreated at a rate that may be as great as four to ten times that of children without disabilities. The characteristics that make children with disabilities more vulnerable to abuse, the nature of the abuse, the variation by gender, the financial costs of abuse and the reality that this abuse may occur in the "best of families" are reviewed in an effort to increase practitioner awareness of the "dirty secret."